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A B S T R A C T 

Social abnormalities are one of the manifestations of civilization and social 

living. It is obvious that where a group lives together, there will also be a 

discussion about social abnormalities, and social abnormalities are the 

result of the social environment. If the social environment establishes a 

relationship by forming correct social relations and creating a harmonious 

and balanced structure between desires and possibilities and between 

means and goals, and uses the culture of the society to form such a context, 

the behavior of the people of the society will be directed towards fulfilling 

the desires of the social system and the individuals. Social abnormalities 

are those social deviations that the custom of the society considers as 

deviations from norms, but written laws have not considered them as 

examples of crimes and punishable. Social misconduct refers to a person 

who does not fall within the framework of moral principles and general 

rules of collective action existing in the society where the activist is active. 

Therefore, he faces legal prohibition and moral and social ugliness. In fact, 

people who conform to the norms and values of society are called normal, 

and people who do not conform are called abnormal, and among abnormal 

people, someone whose abnormal behavior is not fleeting and lasts for a 

long time is called deviant or deviant. Social deviance refers to any behavior 

that a person performs contrary to social norms and forms and disrupts his 

or her functioning, and consequently affects the functioning of the family 

and society. 
  

 

Introduction 

he meaning of social abnormalities 

of students is a set of social rules in 

the school environment and 

outside the school that students 

must observe, and failure to observe them is 

met with the reaction of representatives of 

social supervision [1]. Considering the major 

goals of education, abnormality is derived from 

the three goals of upbringing, discipline, and 

education [2]. Therefore, it includes three 

dimensions of abnormalities related to 

educational programs, abnormalities related to 

discipline and regulations, and abnormalities 

related to education and the classroom. In the 

process of socialization, humans gain 
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 experience through interactions with others, 

and one of the most important institutions is 

the "school", through which an individual 

internalizes normal and abnormal behaviors in 

the first years of life. School plays a significant 

role in socializing an individual due to its 

mechanisms of social control, the gathering of a 

group of peers, and the clarity of individual 

duties and tasks [3]. 

According to Cloward and Ohlin (1976), all 

social classes have the same primary and 

cultural goals, but in the meantime, it is the 

working and weak class of society that is 

deprived of access to these desirable social 

ends. They also believed that some groups 

consisting of children of the weak class choose 

criminal or alternative structures of 

opportunity. This is because they find that the 

opportunities available to them have been 

denied them [4]. Several variables have been 

studied regarding the tendency towards social 

abnormality, according to which factors such as 

these have an effect on this issue. Having 

favorable relationships in the school 

environment [5]. 

 School and family commitments; 

 Belonging to the school, commitment 

and belonging to the family; 

 Commitment to school; 

 Weak educational commitment [6]; 

 Social and economic base and access to 

resources and facilities; 

Investigating the issue of social abnormality of 

students is important because the school itself 

is considered one of the main guardians of the 

socialization of human resources. If 

abnormality and deviation from the values of 

society occur in this center, this will first cause 

society to have a pessimistic view of the 

functions of this institution. In other words, 

society will lose its trust [7].  

In the second stage, due to the normalization of 

students from each other, if a student commits 

a wrong act, this phenomenon will spread 

among others and, consequently, the process of 

socialization will also face difficulties. Human 

and social issues are both easy and 

unavoidable. It is easy, in that every human 

being, relying on being human, considers 

himself a psychologist and, due to living in 

society, considers himself a sociologist, and 

therefore each member of society easily 

expresses opinions about social problems. 

Identifying a social problem is difficult because 

it has its own complexities and cannot be easily 

understood by the general public [8].  

As Robert King Merton, the famous American 

sociologist, states in his book "Social Problems 

of the Present Age" (1968): "People have not 

yet recognized all the social situations and 

processes that are contrary to their values. 

Therefore, it is the job of the sociologist to 

discover and announce the effects and results 

of preserving certain values and practices, just 

as he must find the effects of abandoning these 

values and practices. In examining the 

sociological concept, the social problem is 

stated to be a relative matter, has a social 

origin, and is mostly defined and evaluated by 

those who hold political power [9].  

It also has two objective and subjective aspects, 

and an overt and covert approach. Finally, to 

identify and truly understand a social problem, 

one should not rely solely on public perception. 

In this study, the phenomenon of social 

deviations is considered as a social problem 

that is affected by internal and external social 

conditions and factors and has negative social 

consequences, in a way that causes wounding 

of the collective conscience and threatens 

moral and social security. Failure to correct 

such conditions will lead to chronicity, 

complexity and enlargement of the problem 

and the creation of a social crisis and ultimately 

a security crisis [10].  

Therefore, it is necessary to make the most of 

the current energy in practice to control and 

control the problem of social deviations in 
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 order to increase the moral security coefficient 

and reduce the vulnerability coefficient to 

social and cultural threats. 

 

Individual and social deviations 

We have already known that in order to achieve 

perfection and happiness and achieve peace, 

mental and physical comfort, humans have no 

choice but to accept and choose group life and 

cooperation with their fellow humans. Today, 

social life is so important to humans that 

individual life without contact with others is 

considered a form of punishment. Therefore, 

solitary confinement is considered one of the 

methods of preventing crime, and some 

emphasize its existence [11].  

At the same time, they have warned about the 

dangers of prolonged solitary confinement. 

Because, based on research conducted in the 

majority of prisons in European countries, it 

has been proven that the duration of a person's 

solitary confinement should be limited, 

otherwise mental and physical illnesses will be 

found in him and eventually he will be added to 

the number of criminals and patients. 

Durkheim also believes that if a person is 

deprived of what he has been given in the light 

of social life, he will be reduced to the level of 

animals and beasts [12].  

A point worth considering in this context is that 

despite the great emphasis of religious and 

non-religious thinkers, as well as religious 

teachings and texts, on group life and the many 

benefits of group life, why do some narrations 

and literature encourage man to live an 

individual life?  

Therefore, the secret of these encouragements 

must be sought in the society and the collective 

life in which man lives. What if man has no 

choice but to choose group life to achieve his 

material and spiritual happiness? This fact 

should not be overlooked either, that not every 

community is capable of providing human 

happiness, a deviant society and a deviant 

group are not only not happy, but are 

themselves poisons that dry up a person's 

individual life [13]. 

 

Definition of Deviance 

Social scientists consider deviance and 

deviance to be inherent in human social life and 

a natural phenomenon in human societies. At 

the same time, they believe that this 

phenomenon has no similarity to other social 

phenomena [14].  

Because its existence and prevalence in society 

disrupts all ideas related to morality and social 

policy, and its harmfulness and other 

threatening dangers have made it terrifying. 

Hence, the most urgent social issues to 

investigate and find solutions to eliminate or 

minimize it. There have been many discussions 

on what deviance and deviance are and how to 

define them, and numerous definitions have 

been presented, which in itself indicates the 

problems that lie in the path of understanding 

deviance. Some of these definitions include: 

 Prohibited behavior, or behavior 

subject to social control levers. 

 Norm-fragile behavior or behavior that 

violates the rules, perceptions, or 

normative expectations of social 

systems [15]. 

 Behavior inconsistent with social 

norms. 

 Behavior that is inconsistent and non-

conforming with the expectations of 

society or one of the specific groups 

within it. 

 Not conforming to the values, patterns, 

and norms of society, opposing the 

conventional way in society [14]. 

Perhaps the main reason for this difference in 

definitions and interpretations of deviance is 

that deviance is a fluid and cultural concept and 

has never had a fixed and stable meaning, and 

this fact is more evident in the present era, with 

the extensive and profound changes that are 
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 taking place in the economic and social realms 

of societies [15].  

Deviant behavior has changed from time to 

time and from place to place, sometimes 

behavior is deviant at one time and at another 

time the same behavior is normal and 

consistent, or the position of the individual or 

individuals affects the conformity and non-

conformity of behavior, and all this adds to the 

problems of defining deviance and makes it a 

complex issue. Therefore, social researchers 

have tried to pave the way for identifying 

deviant behavior with deviance measures and 

provide criteria for its recognition [16]. 

 

Deviance Measures 

In empirical sciences, measurement is: the 

study of a phenomenon based on attributing 

quantitative values to it. Since a large part of 

the concepts of the humanities are intangible 

and non-quantitative, this situation allows the 

social researcher to define the subject of his 

study based on its tangible and quantifiable 

characteristics, which is called operational 

definition and those characteristics are called 

"measures". We will mention some of the 

measures that can help us identify deviant 

behavior. 

 Opposition to expectations. 

 Failure to meet collective expectations. 

 A serious criterion for evaluating and 

making sense of behavior [15]. 

1- Not being natural or normal: Deviance has 

never been considered a desirable and 

desirable reality and has always been 

considered strange, meaningless, unreasonable 

and unnatural. Therefore, deviants need to 

leave behind the semantic and structural 

problems of their lives in uncertain, enigmatic 

and surprising ways that are unfamiliar with 

normal life. 

2- Sensitization: One of the criteria and 

measures of deviance is behavior that people 

feel they must take action against. In practice, 

not all social norms are particularly important, 

as there are some norms in society that may be 

tolerated or even ignored if they do not 

conform. For this reason, the sociology of 

deviance mainly focuses on types of norm-

breaking that a large number of people 

consider a sin. 

3- Anti-value: Sometimes deviance is 

considered a state or behavior that is 

considered socially anti-value. Of course, this 

measure covers a wide range in terms of 

concept, and things that are not deviant from a 

sociological perspective and from a 

sociologist's perspective may be considered 

anti-value, such as mental illness, membership 

in social classes, or a job that is considered 

impure and despicable from the perspective of 

class traditions and beliefs, but is not deviant in 

the eyes of a social researcher. 

4- Harm: Those behaviors or situations that do 

not benefit the community or at least a specific 

group, but rather endanger their interests and 

cause harm. 

5- Reaction: One of the criteria that can be 

effective in identifying deviant behavior is 

behavior or situations that the community 

takes a stand against and reacts to, and does 

not tolerate it in any way, and blames and even 

punishes the person who committed that 

behavior [16]. 

Among the issues that religious educators and 

missionaries face in the missionary community 

is the issue of deviation and perversion. They 

can use the aforementioned criteria and 

measures to identify the abnormal and deviant 

behavior of their missionary community. In 

fact, these measures can help the missionary to: 

First: recognize deviant behaviors from the 

audience's perspective and not act against 

them. Because if the behavior is deviant and 

from the perspective of a specific culture, it 

makes the audience skeptical and loses their 

trust and confidence in him and diminishes his 

success in implementing the propaganda 
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 process. Because his success in the group is 

their trust and confidence, and this trust has 

been lost by ignoring their group and ethnic 

values and norms. Although in some cases, 

inconsistency with their values may actually be 

the correct implementation of religious 

behavior and norms [17]. At the same time, 

confronting and ignoring it and behaving 

contrary to expectations not only does not 

make them aware of the deviation and 

discourage them from common behavior, but it 

even disrupts the propaganda process and 

makes the path to accepting values and 

behavior in accordance with religious values 

more difficult and uneven. 

Secondly: By introducing cultural values and 

elements and justifying the importance of each 

religious element, even symbols such as the 

dome of the shrine of the infallible Imams, it 

makes them sensitive to ignoring them and 

even forces them to react against deviant 

behaviors in society, and in fact encourages 

people to fulfill the duty of enjoining what is 

right and forbidding what is wrong. Because 

implementing enjoining what is right and 

forbidding what is wrong itself requires 

recognizing values on the one hand, and their 

importance and position and the dangers of 

ignoring them in society on the other. 

 

Types of Deviance 

Deviations, as behaviors that do not conform to 

the prevailing values and are far from the 

expectations of society, have been studied and 

examined by sociologists from various 

perspectives. Therefore, there are different 

divisions. Sometimes in terms of quality, that is, 

whether the deviation is value-based, legal, or 

customary, and sometimes in terms of quantity, 

it can be individual or social. Some of these 

divisions are: 

1- Primary deviations: In some cases, a 

person commits deviant acts, but is not labeled 

as deviant or deviant by others. In other words, 

his deviant behavior and deviant behavior are 

not in the eyes of others, meaning that people 

do not notice his deviant behavior, but in terms 

of the number of deviant behaviors, it has 

occurred in multiple forms. Such deviations are 

called primary deviations. In these cases, the 

person is recognized as socially acceptable and 

his style and way of life are dominated by the 

deviant pattern. As we know, in Islamic 

teachings, a person who has engaged in deviant 

behavior in secret and away from the eyes of 

others does not have the right to reveal it, even 

to intimate and close people. Just as he does not 

have the right, if he learns of someone's secret 

behavior, to inform others or reveal it [18]. 

 

Explanation of Deviance 

One of the fundamental and important 

questions that has always attracted the 

attention of social researchers and moral 

scholars is why some individuals ignore the 

values that govern society and the norms that 

are customary in it, and not only do they not 

behave appropriately and in accordance with 

them, but also engage in deviant behavior and 

endanger social health and group peace. This 

question becomes more prominent when the 

governing values are divine values that are in 

accordance with human nature and nature. 

Because at this time, ignoring them will not 

only endanger the material affairs of society 

and the mental health of individuals, but also 

the spiritual well-being and human dignity of 

mankind [19]. 

 These divine values pave the way for a person 

to achieve true happiness, and achieving it in a 

group is following them and behaving in 

accordance with them. This social issue has 

long been a concern of researchers, 

anthropologists, and social scientists, and 

extensive and exhausting efforts have been 

made to solve this problem and achieve a 

solution, to the extent that some social 

researchers in this regard did not hesitate to 
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 live for several years among the deviants and 

perverts of London and other cities, in dirty 

neighborhoods, and sleep in cartoons and 

under bridges [19].  

The result of this research has been a series of 

views and theories that have been presented to 

explain deviations. In this part of the 

discussion, we will first briefly review some 

biological, psychological, and sociological 

views, and then consider this phenomenon 

from the perspective of religious texts and 

teachings. Of course, we do not expect religion 

to have presented a specific theory. 

Considering that from the perspective of 

religion, man is a free and free-willed being, he 

considers physical, social and psychological 

factors to be the main causes of deviant 

behavior, and we also consider this field. 

 

Biological explanation of deviance 

This perspective seeks to explain the problem 

with a biological approach and tries to solve the 

problem by relying on organicist discussions. 

Therefore, it considers physical and biological 

variables as the cause of deviance and ignoring 

the values and norms governing society. Such 

explanations can also be traced in the words of 

thinkers such as Aristotle, Hippocrates and 

Galen [12]. Aristotle said: The physical and 

psychological state of individuals is effective in 

committing crimes. Hippocrates also 

considered the four temperaments of "bloody", 

"bilious", "phlegmatic" and "sad" among human 

beings to be the cause of abnormal behavior 

due to a mere imbalance of temperament. 

Galen also, relying on Hippocrates, considered 

bilious and sadistic individuals to be criminals 

and deviants. Among the later views, one of the 

first French anthropologists, Broca, claimed to 

have discovered features in the skull and brain 

of criminals that distinguished them from law-

abiding individuals [15]. 

The Italian criminologist Cesare Lombroso, in 

the late nineteenth century, claimed that some 

people were born with criminal tendencies. He 

believed that the criminal was physically more 

retarded than the normal person, resembling 

his prehistoric ancestors more than his 

contemporaries. He believed that there was a 

causal relationship between the brain and 

physical structure of individuals and the 

phenomenon of committing crimes. 

Accordingly, he presented the theory of 

"congenital taboo" and described the physical 

characteristics and characteristics of criminals 

as follows: 

Having wispy hair, a head that is abnormally 

large or small or long or short, a brain larger or 

smaller than normal and average, a forehead 

that is pulled back, completely arched 

eyebrows, eyes that are slanted and close 

together, large ears, prominent cheeks, a wide 

nose, a long and pointed roof of the mouth, a 

noticeable protrusion of the jaw forward or 

backward, a thin beard. 

After examining and researching perverts, 

Lombroso observed signs and symptoms in 

criminals, some of which are: 

 Criminals have a stooped back, are 

indifferent to pain, and have a strong 

love for tattoos [11]. 

 They have very strong eyesight and 

show a great love for tearing and 

bleeding. 

 They have a weak sense of touch, use 

their left and right hands equally, and 

are also able to use their feet to grab 

and lift objects [13]. 

 They do not change color in times of 

excitement and shame. 

 Men have a strong interest in doing 

women's work and women have a great 

love for imitating men [19]. 

 They feel old in youth due to improper 

secretion of endocrine glands. 

He claimed that when several of the 

aforementioned traits are present in someone, 

he can certainly be judged to be a criminal. Of 
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 course, Lombroso's theory was severely 

criticized, to the point that he was forced to 

modify his initial statements and claim that 

only 30% of perverts have the aforementioned 

characteristics [14].  

He accepted that social learning could influence 

the development of criminal behavior, but he 

considered most criminals to be biologically 

corrupt and defective. Sometime after 

Lombroso, his student Harlsgoring, studying 

significant differences between normal 

individuals in terms of body size, found 

significant differences and that none of the 

aforementioned symptoms alone could be the 

cause of committing a crime. However, the 

assumption that criminality is influenced by 

biological structure has been repeatedly 

expressed in various guises [20].  

The idea of a connection between biological 

structure and deviance was revived in the 

studies of William A. Sheldon in the 1940s. This 

English psychologist and physician presented a 

type of anatomical classification in a way that 

indicated three dimensions of body size and 

temperament corresponding to it, and claimed 

that one of them was directly related to 

delinquency and deviance. Sheldon 

distinguishes three main types of human body 

structure: 

 Endomorph, has a plump and soft body, 

is of medium height and is an emotional 

and balanced person. 

 Mesomorph, has strong and well-built 

muscles [2]. 

 Ectomorph, is tall, thin, has soft and 

sparse hair and is also fully developed. 

According to him, endomorphs are kind and 

witty, sociable and happy people. Ectomorphs 

are introverted, sensitive and nervous, and 

mesomorphs are self-confident, passionate and 

fearless people. Based on his comparative 

study, which he conducted on 200 male 

criminals and 200 men who had not committed 

crimes, he claimed that it is mesomorphs who 

are completely prone to criminal behavior and 

that their aggression in public with a lack of 

inhibitory controls on behavior makes these 

people a suitable case for delinquency. Of 

course, he did not claim that all mesomorphs 

would become deviant, but rather 

acknowledged that only those who were 

exposed to undue influences would engage in 

this behavior. However, while such views still 

have their supporters, this research has been 

widely criticized [16].  

Because all studies conducted in this field were 

limited to juvenile delinquents or were 

conducted on a small number of individuals 

confined in prisons or mental hospitals. 

However, these samples can only be 

representative of perpetrators of unsuccessful 

deviant and criminal behavior and cannot be 

considered an appropriate measure for 

measuring successful deviants and crimes. 

Therefore, they cannot be representative of the 

entire society. In addition, proposing body type 

as a direct cause of deviance also entails other 

problems [21].  

Recently, some researchers have tried to relate 

criminal tendencies to genetic inheritance and 

consider delinquents to have a kind of 

hereditary pollution and believe that this 

characteristic, by itself or with the help of a 

polluted environment, increases the risk of 

antisocial behavior [15]. Just as the element of 

heredity causes people to differ in terms of 

both external characteristics such as hair color, 

height and shortness, obesity and thinness, and 

in terms of the structure and function of body 

parts, including the nervous system and glands. 

A long list of suitable cases has been presented 

in terms of what is inherited in the process of 

inheritance. Anthony Giddens believes in the 

field of genetic and biological explanations: It is 

possible that some biological factors have a 

minor effect on some types of crime. For 

example, some people may have a genetic 
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 structure that predisposes them to irritability 

and aggression.  

This can be reflected in some contexts and in 

crimes of attack on others. However, there is no 

definitive evidence that personality traits are 

inherited in this way, and if so, their 

relationship with deviations would be minimal. 

 

Psychological explanation of deviation 

In these views, human behavior is analyzed 

based on the analysis of the psychological 

structure of individuals. Some psychoanalysts, 

following Freud, consider deviance to be 

caused by those types of mental disorders in 

which the "ego" and "superego" are unable to 

control the antisocial instincts of the "id". 

According to Freud, the personality of 

individuals is composed of the three 

aforementioned dimensions, of which the "id" 

forms the basis of the human personality and 

the unconscious psyche of the individual, and 

follows the pleasure principle [16], and is an 

unchangeable element and, as a result, cannot 

be trained, and is therefore considered the 

center of instinctive desires and actions. The 

"superego" or the highest level of personality, 

which is the judicial, moral, and controlling 

part of the personality, maintains the social and 

moral values that have been internalized in the 

individual [22].  

Finally, the "ego" is the transformable and 

trainable aspect of the personality that is 

responsible for establishing a relationship with 

the real world. According to this group of 

deviant theorists, the unique history of each 

deviant individual can indicate specific causes 

that have led to the emergence of defects and 

inadequacies in the functioning of the "ego" or 

"superego". The function of the "superego" is to 

criticize the "ego" and to reprimand and punish 

it whenever it is captured by the "entity". In this 

way, feelings such as shame, worry and guilt 

are depicted at the level of the "superego", and 

it is at this stage that the individual welcomes 

punishment and punishment in order to get rid 

of such feelings [17].  

The effective function of the "ego" is also to 

transform the content of the selfish motives of 

the "entity" and also the transcendent desires 

of the "superego" in such a way that on the one 

hand it does not hinder the autocratic and 

instinctive desires of the "entity" and on the 

other hand it does not provide for the high 

moral issues of the "superego". At the same 

time, by combining and combining these two 

types of desires with the realities of life, it 

creates a balance between them, thus causing 

the individual to face the pressures of life with 

flexibility and balance [18]. 

 

Personality Disorders and Deviance 

Some psychoanalysts and psychologists 

consider deviance to be caused by the 

personality type of individuals and consider 

certain types of personalities to be more prone 

to deviance than others. This is because they 

consider the type of behavior of each individual 

to be caused by their personality. Therefore, 

they consider the personality of individuals to 

be the cause of their various behaviors. 

According to this group of researchers, a 

"normal" personality is considered a 

personality that has become sociable and 

adapted to the environment, while these types 

of "abnormal" personalities are personalities 

that do not adapt to their environment. 

Therefore, social life and its continuation are 

difficult for them. In this context, we can 

mention the cases that researchers in this field 

consider as the most important personality 

disorders leading to deviance: 

1- Restlessness: It is a kind of lack of ability to 

distinguish good from evil [9]. 

2- Perversity: An instinctive tendency towards 

evil and antisocial actions [16]. 

3- Paranoia: A type of pessimism, selfishness 

and hatred of society [20]. 
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 4- Epilepsy: A type of mental disorder leading 

to nervous attacks, which is also accompanied 

by features such as lying, a spirit of pretense 

and confusion, and the possibility of abnormal 

behaviors such as assault and murder during 

nervous attacks is given [19]. 

5- Mental disorders: Having symptoms such 

as obsession, isolation, childish behaviors and 

delusions of being exposed to attack and harm 

from others, which makes the person prone to 

expressing aggressive behaviors and even 

committing crimes. 

6- Catatonia: A type of negativity, 

stubbornness, anger and sudden aggression, 

which is often accompanied by attacks on 

others. 

7- Psychosis: A type of state of being immersed 

in dreams and imaginations that places the 

person in a state of serious distance from 

understanding the realities of life [21]. 

8- Hysteria: Its most important symptom is 

numbness, short or long-term failure of one or 

more body parts, hoarseness, nausea, 

shortness of breath, and finally, 

unconsciousness and multiple personalities. 

Despite the multitude of opinions and views 

that this group of theorists have presented to 

explain the behavior of psychotic personalities, 

it can also be claimed in a general statement 

that their attention in explaining this 

phenomenon has been focused on the causes of 

the development of certain types of personality 

[20].  

In general, the formation of psychotic 

personalities has been explained in a similar 

way to other theories presented on the 

development of personality types and based on 

the following three processes: 

1- Biological-psychological background: 

which in many cases is considered the result 

and product of heredity. 

2- Social learning or sociability: which is the 

channel for transmitting the rules of behavior 

customary in society to the individual through 

other individuals and some social institutions. 

3- Personal experiences of individuals in 

the natural and social environment: which 

in turn is considered the source of many 

individual differences. 

The main weakness of the opinions and views 

that propose psychosis as an explanation for 

deviance is that this concept covers only a small 

percentage of deviants. Of course, this can be 

tempting to consider most such individuals as 

having psychotic personalities. Then we feel 

satisfied that we have explained their deviance, 

but the reality is that most deviants cannot be 

considered psychotic. On the other hand, the 

ambiguity will still remain as to why a group 

that has some of the aforementioned 

characteristics commit deviance only at certain 

times? [14] 

 

Sociological explanation of deviance 

These perspectives emphasize the important 

and fundamental role of the social environment 

in their explanation and attribute the formation 

of deviant behaviors to matters such as the 

social structure that surrounds individuals in 

society and the social conditions and situations 

in which the individual is placed, as well as the 

groups to which the individual belongs. 

Sociological perspectives describe deviance as 

the product of social or cultural forces that are 

external to each specific individual and that 

exist before any deviant action. Instead of 

emphasizing individual differences, as in 

biological and psychological perspectives, 

sociological explanations focus on group and 

social factors and claim that general social 

institutions and relations should be considered 

as a whole and deviant behavior should be 

explained and analyzed within the group [2]. 

Therefore, sociologists seek to answer the 

question of what is there in social 

environments that makes people deviant and 

deviant? And why is the incidence of deviance 
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 higher among some groups or in some areas of 

society than in other groups or areas? Because 

according to Durkheim, it is the quality of 

society that creates deviant behavior, that is, it 

is the laws and functions of social systems that 

create behaviors in people, some of which are 

correct and some of which are wrong, and 

which take on a deviant aspect. In any case, the 

main point that distinguishes sociological 

explanations from psychological and biological 

perspectives is the emphasis of these 

perspectives on society and blames society for 

the process of ignoring values [16]. 

1- Structural-functional explanations: In 

this explanation, the phenomenon of deviance 

and deviant behavior is considered in line with 

the disruption of the existing social order and 

as a threat to the stability of the social system. 

The main emphasis in this type of explanations 

of deviant behavior is that the general structure 

of society causes certain groups of individuals 

to find themselves faced with fundamental 

inequalities in specific types of opportunities to 

achieve goals [20].  

This is while society also considers those goals 

valuable and has been and is promoting them. 

Robert Merton, an American sociologist, is one 

of the researchers who has emphasized this 

approach and believes that whenever accepted 

norms conflict with social reality, pressure is 

exerted on individual behavior, which leads to 

deviant behavior. In explaining his point, he 

points to an objective example in American 

society and says: In American society and to 

some extent in all Western societies today, 

generally accepted values emphasize 

"progress" and "making money", etc., that is, 

material success. It is believed that the means 

to achieve these goals are discipline and hard 

work. Therefore, people who are truly 

hardworking can succeed, regardless of their 

starting point in life. In fact, this view is not 

valid. Because most people who are in a 

disadvantageous situation have very limited 

opportunities for progress. However, those 

who do not succeed find themselves 

condemned for their obvious inability to 

progress materially. In this situation, there is 

great pressure to try to “make it” by any means, 

legitimate or illegitimate. Here, five reactions 

may arise: 

A) Compliant: Those who accept both the 

values and the official means of achieving them, 

whether they succeed or not [11]. 

B) Heretics: Those who accept the accepted 

values of society but use illegitimate or illegal 

means [14]. 

C) Ritualists: Those who devote themselves to 

a boring job, even though they have no 

prospects for career advancement [16]. 

D) Isolationists: Those who reject both the 

dominant values and the means of achieving 

them [19]. 

E) Rebels: Those who replace the dominant 

values and established goals with new values 

and goals [20]. 

A society that creates the desire and longing for 

wealth, success, education, and material 

possessions in individuals, but does not 

provide its inhabitants with the opportunity 

and power to acquire these qualities and assets 

in an accepted and legal manner. Meanwhile, 

some have more opportunities due to family or 

educational privileges or special abilities, but 

other individuals who are prevented from 

accessing these goals through legitimate means 

may resort to illegal means to achieve their 

goals [17]. 

 

Discussion 

The study of social deviations and deviances, or 

so-called social pathology, is: the study and 

identification of the roots of social disorders. In 

fact, social pathology is the study and 

identification of the roots of disorders, 

abnormalities, and harms such as 

unemployment, addiction, poverty, suicide, 

divorce, along with the causes and methods of 
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 their prevention and treatment, as well as the 

study of pathological conditions and social 

disorder. In other words, the study of the 

origins of disorders, disorders, and social 

disorders is social pathology. Because if norms 

are not observed in a society, deviance arises 

and behaviors are damaged. That is, damage 

occurs when there is a violation of accepted 

social norms. In other words, failure to adhere 

to social norms causes social damage [17].  

On the other hand, if a behavior is not 

consistent with the common expectations of 

members of society or a social group or 

organization and most people consider it 

undesirable or incorrect, it is considered social 

deviance. An organization or any society 

expects its members to follow its values and 

norms, but it is natural that there are always 

people in society who do not follow some of 

these norms and values [19].  

People who are in harmony and harmony with 

the values and norms of the society or 

organization are "conformist" or "compatible", 

and people who behave contrary to social 

norms and do not adhere to them are "non-

conformist" and "non-compatible". In fact, 

those whose deviant and abnormal behavior is 

permanent and not fleeting and transient are 

called deviant or deviant. Such behaviors are 

called social deviance or social deviance. Here, 

there are criteria and standards. With these 

criteria and standards, it can be determined 

whether a behavior in an organization, 

institution or society is normal, acceptable and 

normal, or abnormal, abnormal and abnormal. 

There are mainly four criteria for this: 

1- Statistical criteria: Among the criteria for 

identifying abnormal behavior is the method of 

distributing the frequency of average 

characteristics, deviation from which indicates 

abnormality. Those who are outside the 

average are considered abnormal individuals 

and their behavior is considered abnormal and 

deviant behavior. For example, statistically, it is 

said that hijab for women is customary and 

accepted in society, meaning that most people 

in society have accepted it. Therefore, a trait 

that most people in society accept is not 

considered outside the norm and is not 

considered abnormal or abnormal [6]. 

2- Social criteria: Humans are social beings 

who must live within the framework of cultural 

and social patterns. The extent to which an 

individual's behavior is inconsistent with the 

norms, traditions, and expectations of society 

or a specific institution or organization, and 

how society judges it, is another criterion for 

identifying abnormal and normal behavior. 

That is, behavior that is not acceptable to 

individuals and, for example, if we encounter a 

reaction from individuals in the community by 

wearing a certain dress, such behaviors are 

considered abnormal. Of course, this criterion 

is also relative in all societies [14]. 

3- Individual criterion: Among the criteria for 

recognizing abnormal behavior is the degree 

and intensity of discomfort that the individual 

feels. That is, if this specific behavior is 

incompatible with the values and social norms 

of a specific organization, such as educators or 

the entire community, that is, if it harms the 

individual's adaptation and encounters the 

reaction of individuals in that community or 

institution, such behavior is considered 

abnormal [18]. 

4- Religious criterion: In addition, in a 

religious and Islamic society, there is another 

criterion and criterion for distinguishing 

normal from abnormal behaviors. Because the 

aforementioned criteria are criteria that are 

accepted by individuals in a society regardless 

of their beliefs. That is, the members of the 

society agree on the value or norm of a 

particular issue, adhere to it in practice, and 

punish violators depending on the type and 

importance of the norm. However, in a religious 

and Islamic society, the above criteria are for 

social values and are effective there. The 
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 criteria for recognizing religious values and 

norms are determined by religious teachings. It 

is possible that a particular behavior is not 

considered the norm in the same society and no 

one reprimands or blames the perpetrators, 

but in specific circumstances, committing such 

an act in a religious society is considered a 

violation of the norm [18]. 

 

Media and mass communication means 

Visual, audio and written media can be among 

the factors worth considering in motivating 

young people to turn towards crime and 

deviant behavior. Studies have shown that in 

the past few years, following the entry of some 

yellow press into the country's media arena 

and these publications' use of controversial 

and emotional titles, as well as the use of 

cinematic and artistic personalities and the 

inclusion of news without content and 

accompanied by exaggeration, excessive 

reflection of news related to cinema actors and 

excessive attention to news and events, the 

attention of a significant number of teenagers 

and young people has been drawn to the 

content contained in them [1].  

This issue has led to the preparation of various 

social harms. On the other hand, the 

broadcasting of a significant number of 

television series through the Iranian 

Broadcasting Corporation or foreign satellite 

networks with themes of Western-style single 

lives combined with attractiveness, joy, 

prosperity, success, and generally with a 

positive depiction of this type of disjointed life, 

has played an effective role in strengthening 

the motivation to escape from family 

constraints and norms and commit social 

crimes [17]. 

The role of mass media, especially satellite and 

the Internet, in the spread of moral 

disobedience, confrontation with social norms, 

lack of religious adherence, and premature 

puberty of adolescents in sexual matters is 

important. Adolescence and youth are 

considered one of the most important stages of 

human life and are the last stage of cognitive 

development and the transition from the stage 

of "following others" to the period of "being 

independent." A period in which the adolescent 

achieves his true identity. At this stage, parents 

can no longer help him much. Because he seeks 

his role models elsewhere [8].  

The desire to assert himself and prove himself 

is one of the most natural psychological states 

of adolescence and youth. Adolescents and 

young people who have passed through 

childhood must prepare themselves for an 

independent social life. The realization of this 

issue, first of all, requires finding their own 

identity. If adults recognize the characteristics 

of this period of their life and deal with them 

appropriately, both adolescents will achieve 

their identity and adults will feel less worried. 

Therefore, it can be said that most deviations of 

adolescents and young people have their roots 

in early life failures. Basically, Islam is more 

concerned with preventing crime than 

reforming the offender. For this reason, it pays 

special attention to the factors that create and 

the grounds for sin and crime, and has 

developed solutions to combat it. Islam 

considers awareness, science, and thinking to 

be the basic source of any kind of progress and 

happiness, praises them greatly, and prohibits 

ignorance and ignorance, which are the sources 

of misery and sin. It has paid special attention 

to observing hygiene and cleanliness, and has 

also commanded prayer and supplication for 

the health of the soul and mind, and 

forgiveness, kindness, and patience [19].  

It recommends gratitude, respect for the 

dignity of others, justice and benevolence, and 

strongly abhors hypocrisy, hypocrisy, lies, 

slander and contempt. It holds all individuals 

responsible for their actions and says: Every 

small and large deed in the actions of 

individuals will be recorded and no one's 
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 actions will be wasted. In addition, it has paid 

attention to enjoining good and forbidding evil 

as a universal duty and has proposed 

performing daily individual and collective 

worship as preventive factors. Of course, after 

the crime has occurred and despite all the 

attention and attention to prevention, reform 

and rehabilitation, Islam also places great 

emphasis on punishment. In fact, punishments 

in Islam are also for prevention [20]. 

 

Conclusion 

In general, deviance in general of any kind is 

behavior that is not in line with social norms 

and violates norms, but the importance of 

norms is not the same. For example, murder or 

kidnapping are a form of abnormality. Not 

greeting is another form of abnormality. These 

abnormalities are not the same in terms of the 

pressure they put on individuals. Therefore, 

reactions to norm-breaking have a wide range. 

From execution to ignoring is the range that 

can be seen in relation to norm-breaking in 

social relations. Very large deviations are 

usually agreed upon. For example, society has a 

negative assessment of a serial killer and 

everyone accepts him as a deviation, but in 

minor cases there is less agreement and not all 

people and society have a single assessment of 

it. Due to the different assessments of people, 

we cannot divide society into two groups of 

conformists (normal) and non-conformists 

(abnormal). Usually, societies are on a 

spectrum of both and there is no wall or 

boundary that separates conformists from non-

conformists. Many people are conformists on 

one issue. They are not conformists on another 

issue. Laws, customs, social expectations and 

demands vote for conformity or non-

conformity. For example, when someone is 

sick, there is an expectation that they will visit 

them. If we do not visit them, we are not being 

deviant, but because we have not met social 

expectations, the group evaluates us 

negatively. We do many daily behaviors for this 

purpose. Minor deviances, such as showing 

respect to an old man or woman, have nothing 

to do with the law, but it is expected that 

customs will be observed. Society is a spectrum 

of two groups, harmonious and non-

harmonious, and there is no human being who 

has not deviated. Deviance, on the other hand, 

is relative. An action is deviant in one society 

and not deviant in another. This definition is 

close to the definition of deviant behavior in 

terms of value. Deviance is also relative in 

terms of time, and an action is recognized as 

deviant at one time, but at a certain point in 

time it was not deviant, or vice versa, for 

example, opium was part of the customs in the 

past, but in Iran today it is legally prohibited. 

Deviance is also relative in terms of position. An 

action does not mean deviant behavior for 

people who have different social hierarchies 

and have achieved different social bases, and it 

is defined as deviant behavior for people. These 

high and low social bases cause the law to be 

applied in a severe or mild manner. Deviance is 

also relative according to the result that results 

from it. No one has anything to do with the 

intention of deviant behavior. Everyone 

considers the result and outcome of deviant 

behavior. The degree to which people 

negatively evaluate the consequences and 

outcomes of deviant behavior is the same as the 

degree to which this deviant behavior is 

negatively evaluated and classified. 
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